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Martha Quadros called the meeting to order at 9:10 am. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Staff present: Billy Wagner, Suha Salman, Valentina Panasyuk, Martha Quadros, Roberta 
Humphreys, Hazur Sanchez Ruiz, Roxann Higgins, Mary Nolan, Hilda Khairullah, Roxanne 
Mitchell, Diana Campos, Pam Costa, Reham Nawar 
 
Parents present: Phromlak Sakpichaimongkol, Lidia Melendez, Maryne Bohomat, Seediqi, 
Qasem Baheer, Hyejuny Chon, Sima Salih, Beshaer Aljawad, Olga Musteata, Freba Timory, 
Angeles Alvarez, Mohammad Nazeri, Reza Khodadad, Faraidoon Roshandon, Roberto Anaya, 
Aurea Pacheco, Jamil Ahmad, Mehdi Ahmadi, Fereshta Mansouri, Sohaila Jafarzada 
 

I. Manuel Ruedas from American River College presented on higher education in 
California. He summarized the paths to Ph.D.’s and professional degrees (M.D., 
D.D.S., J.D., O.D., and D.V.M.). He explained the difference between CSU and UC 
(public colleges). In short, UC’s have their emphasis on research and CSU’s have 
applied emphasis on pure academics. Private universities cost more in tuition but also 
have more financial aid available. 

 
II. Bill Wagner from the California Student Aid Commission presented on the various 

forms of financial aid.  
 

a. Two types of student loans: unsubsidized loans immediately begin accruing 
interest, subsidized loans defer interest charges until graduation.  

b. Grants: There are some conditions and GPA requirements but grants do not 
require repayment. Some also come with stipends for other expenses. 

c. Institutional grants are particular to each college. 
d. Institutional scholarships come from donor monies. 
e. Blue & Gold scholarships are granted over and above other aid. 
 
Mr. Wagner also discussed how to decide which type of application for aid to use: 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) or CADAA (California Dream 
Act Application, for undocumented students). He passed out a brochure with 
information and a step-by-step process to assist in applying for aid. He also shared 
that the Cash for College website is very helpful and easy to navigate, and urged 
parents/students to talk to the financial personnel at the college of interest.  

 
III. Diana Campos had some questions from parents who were unable to attend this 

meeting.  
 



a. What programs are available for English learners? 
Mr. Ruedas answered: Yes, there are many available – Latino, Asian/Pacific 
Islander, African American. There are also student-led clubs in which he 
encourages participation because it makes stronger students. 

b. If one is not DACA, can one still get aid? Mr. Wagner answered: yes. 
c. What are the benefits of community college before university? Mr. Ruedas 

answered: Students with high GPA’s and are eligible for a lot of aid should go 
ahead to the university level. Students who may need remedial courses and/or are 
not as mature yet may benefit from community college first. 

 
A parent asked about the difference between a major and a minor in college. Mr. 
Ruedas answered: A major focuses on the degree goal; a minor has fewer classes but 
still some concentration, and looks good on the resume. 

 
Martha Quadros asked everyone to complete the evaluation and get the flier for the CABE 
conference. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:58. 
 


